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Leaked SCOTUS Document May Inspire Abortion
Related Civil Unrest and Violent Incidents

 
VFC Shield Members,


On May 2, 2022, the Politico news outlet obtained a leaked, draft majority opinion
regarding an upcoming supreme court decision on abortion.  While the case has yet
to be officially decided and announced, the document indicates the court will
overturn the 1973 landmark case of Roe vs Wade.


In light of these events, please see the below product regarding potential civil
unrest. 
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This is an open-source product. Redistribution is encouraged.
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v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, which 
challenges the state’s abortion ban after 15 weeks of 
pregnancy. A Supreme Court decision is not 
expected until June 2022, however, the Politico 
news outlet has obtained a leaked, draft majority 
opinion regarding the case. While the case has yet 
to be officially decided and announced, the 
document indicates the court will overturn the 1973 
landmark case of Roe vs Wade.

VFC Shield members should be prepared for a potential increase in abortion-related events, 
rallies, and protests with the potential for violence and criminal activity.

Indicators of Unrest or Criminal Behavior/Trends
The abortion-related debate has historically been riddled with violence and criminal activity. With a 
heightened focus on the topic, it is likely there will be increased incidents over the next year.

Marked Increase in Online Postings, Rallies and Marches
Due to this leaked document, we have seen groups from both sides of the issue begin to organize, plan 
and execute a variety of gatherings and protests. We expect these gatherings to increase in intensity as 
the date of the official decision approaches. Some may become violent.

Targets of Opportunity
Large public gatherings are soft targets as they are typically in large open areas that are difficult to 
secure and are attractive targets for extremists (homegrown violent extremists (HVEs), domestic
terrorists, and non-ideological individuals because they are easily accessible and have the potential to 
impact a large group of victims.

In addition to attacks and criminal activity by abortion-related violent extremists, the increase in
abortion-related protests and marches could attract the attention of other violent extremists or mass 
attackers with motives unrelated to abortion, including groups or individuals interested in attacking 
large crowds and those with grievances against women, such as involuntary celibate (Incel) violent 
extremists.

Leaked SCOTUS Document May Inspire Abortion Related Civil Unrest and Violent 
Incidents

Background

On 01 December 2021, the U.S. Supreme Court 
heard arguments regarding Mississippi case Dobbs

https://fusion.vsp.virginia.gov/shield
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• NY Post -Thousands protest leaked SCOTUS ruling on Roe v. Wade in NYC’s
Foley Square
• Reuters - Abortion-rights protesters rally in U.S., spurred by draft 
Supreme Court opinion

• The Federalist - Pro-Life Should Prepare For More Doxing As Abortion
  

          
Personalized Harassment

             
  

             
 

            
       

• LA Times - Planned Parenthood L.A. was hacked. What it means, and what 
you can do
• The Gazette - Abortion rights protesters 'throw rocks and bottles' at police in 
Los Angeles
• The Guardian - Protests swell across major cities as US reckons with 
supreme court decision draft – as it happened

Activists’ Rage Inflames
• Pacific Standard - Abortion Providers and a constant barrage of

Doxing
Advocates from both sides of the issue may be subjected to merciless doxing, or the release of personal 
information to increase targeted attacks.

Cyber Attacks or Disruptions
In October of 2021, a Planned Parenthood facility in Los Angeles was the victim of a cyber attack. 
Patient information included names, dates of birth, addresses, insurance identification numbers, 
clinical data, diagnoses, treatments provided and prescription information were stolen. Similar attacks 
could occur due to heightened tensions.

VFC Statement on the 1st Amendment
The VFC recognizes that United States Citizens have constitutionally protected rights to assemble,
speak, and petition the government. The VFC safeguards these first amendment rights, and reports on 
only those activities where the potential use of rhetoric and/or propaganda could be used to carry out 
acts of violence. Additionally, potential criminality exhibited by certain members of a group does not 
negate the constitutional rights of the group itself or its law-abiding participants to exercise their 
individual liberties under the First Amendment to the United States Constitution.

https://nypost.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/05/new-york-city-abortion-protest-6.jpg?quality=75&strip=all
https://nypost.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/05/new-york-city-abortion-protest-2.jpg?quality=75&strip=all
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/multiple-people-shot-in-brooklyn-subway-sources/3641743/
https://nypost.com/2022/05/03/thousands-protest-leaked-scotus-ruling-on-abortion-in-nycs-foley-square/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/supreme-court-draft-abortion-opinion-sparks-protests-both-sides-debate-2022-05-03/
https://thefederalist.com/2022/03/21/pro-life-should-prepare-for-more-doxing-as-abortion-activists-rage-inflames/
https://psmag.com/social-justice/abortion-providers-and-a-constant-barrage-of-personalized-harassment
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-12-03/planned-parenthood-la-hack-what-you-can-do
https://gazette.com/news/us-world/abortion-rights-protesters-throw-rocks-and-bottles-at-police-in-los-angeles/article_8409767b-b790-590b-accf-da9ada84d3bd.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/live/2022/may/03/roe-v-wade-us-supreme-court-preliminary-vote-overturns-abortion-ruling-leaked-draft-livev-updates
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This is an open-source product. Redistribution is encouraged.

View Virginia Fusion 
Center Homepage

Click Here

Observe Suspicious 
Activity?

Report Online

Resource | DHS CISA

Resources for Civil Unrest 
Threat
CISA offers a suite of resources to 
facilitate the sharing of threat and 
incident information, assist in decision- 
making, and enhance the security 
capabilities of critical infrastructure
facilities.

Check out this PDF for great information 
on SAR Reporting, Bombing
Prevention, Securing Soft Targets and a 
bevy of other resources.

View Resource

Resource | DHS CISA

Mass Gatherings - Taking 
Charge of your Personal 
Safety
A mass gathering occurs when a large 
number of people come together in a 
particular location for a specific
purpose. These locations, especially 
those associated with large crowds, 
could be an attractive target for 
terrorism and other crimes. If everyone 
plays their part, we can keep our
neighborhoods, communities, and the 
nation safe against the threats we face.

View Resource

- Tools and Resources -

https://fusion.vsp.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CISA-Region-IV-Resources-for-Civil-Unrest-Threats.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Mass%20Gatherings%20-%20Security%20Awareness%20for%20ST-CP.PDF
https://fusion.vsp.virginia.gov/
https://fusion.vsp.virginia.gov/sar


Not a VFC Shield Member?

Join Today

 
 

   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

"Awareness Through Information Sharing"

This assessment is the result of collaboration and cooperation with the Hanover County 
Sheriff's Department.

------

Useful Links

VFC Fusion Site Shield Homepage

VFC Shield Report SAR All Products

"Awareness Through Information 
Sharing" Email Coordinator Join Shield

The opinions or conclusions of the authors reflected in the open source articles and resources is not
endorsed and/or does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Virginia Fusion Center. The sources have 

been selected to provide you with event information to highlight available resources designed to 
improve public safety and reduce the probability of becoming a victim of a crime.
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